Handy interviews Dave Gallaher 7-30-05

From Martin’s Family Clothing in Florence.

We’ve been playing the festival for 12-14 years. First time they called because they were short a band. This year we’ve done 6 appearances during the week and we have done as many as 13.

The WC Handy Fest is one of the best-kept secrets in the music world. It includes local and well-known people.

You have very few large venue situations. Almost everything is in small venues, where a crowd gathers to hear someone play. That’s how the blues originated—someone playing on a porch, or in a back yard. At the festival, the audiences are scattered throughout the area. We’re in the lingerie department at Martin’s Family Clothing—I say we band members have tried for years to get into women’s underwear, and here we are.

We play 3 or 4 hours and then have the opportunity to go around and hear other musicians, which is inspiring. People come from all over to attend, Memphis,Nashville, Atlanta, the midwest. They get a room or a cabin for all week.

I see blues as a self-help program because it’s the most cost effective way to get your mood changed. The origin of blues comes from the African tradition of storytelling, saying things between the lines, combined with European harmony and singing from the church. It’s an African American form, and the blues only developed in America. The people who first used it might be sitting on a back porch, singing about Sam’s going away, and they’re talking about the boss man. People might sing about what’s bothering them, and it’s a catharsis. Blues bands take that and bring it forward to where we recognize common experiences, and make it into something kind of funny. He has one about my baby left with the garbageman and I wish they’d come back because the garbage can is overflowing. State the problem, state your pain, then sometimes make light of it..

TV has turned into a catalog and a way of hurting each other with fear. The people who were great entertainers like Lucille Ball couldn’t get on tv now. Today people need entertainment, because entertainment pulls us together.

Jimmy Reed in the 70s played guitar and he was first person in South to play before mixed audiences—audience was separated by a rope, and they were so many people they had to let the rope down. So this is a social kind of self help.

The audience for blues is worldwide. There are blues players in every language. It is a form of music to be reckoned with emotionally.

They travel in a Dodge van with 586,000 miles on it.

